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Need for Urgent Progress on MetroWest as a core 

element in the West of England LEP’s Strategic 

Economic Plan 

The final plans for Phase One of MetroWest are due to be completed 

later this year and concurrently to work their way through the Network 

Rail GRIP stages 1 to 9. As of writing, there remain serious questions 

about some elements of the plan. In particular, the retrenchment over 

the siting of Portishead station is very concerning as this will undoubtedly 

have a serious negative impact on future take-up of rail services. We 

need to know if pressure has been brought to bear on Network Rail and 

the ORR to look at a “Stop and Proceed” arrangement into the station, 

similar to the Barnstaple branch. The rail authorities need to be made 

aware of the detrimental effect of applying over-rigid safety protocol. We 

understand that £7m for a bridge is unaffordable in the current climate, 

but we equally need to be assured that the economic and social 

success of the Portishead project is not jeopardized by “red tape”. In 

addition to optimum siting, the plan must include bus-rail interchange 

facilities and become the focus for transport in the town. 

 

We have not yet seen evidence of a realistic MetroBus/MetroRail 

interchange at the proposed Ashton Gate station or integration with the 

Stadium, though we understand that this is currently out for consultation 

with the MetroBus plans. 
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The current proposed service pattern for the Portishead line still does not 

include stops at Bedminster or Parson Street which for a headway of 17 

minutes end-to-end as against 22 minutes does not seem to be 

especially critical, especially when set against bus timings and rush-hour 

car journey timings of an hour or more. There is also the question of 

integration with the Weston and Taunton line which the current service 

plan ignores. And finally, it should be pointed out that stopping trains in 

Bedminster and Parson Street provides gateway access from otherwise ill-

served areas of South Bristol.  

   

With the final adoption of the South Gloucestershire Local Plan, it is 

essential that a clear and defined provision is made for station sites on 

the Henbury Loop around Henbury, Filton (at North Platflorm) and 

Charlton Halt, and protect sites at Hallen and Chittening for future halt/s 

— which may not be required in the first two phases of the Metro. Park-

and-Ride and Bus-Rail interchanges must also be built into the plans to 

ensure the maximum benefit to the local populace and the greatest 

uptake of services. In the case of Charlton Hayes, it would be highly 

beneficial to the development of the emergent community if the building 

of the station and transport interchanges preceded the construction of 

the area (in very much the opposite way to how Bradley Stoke was 

allowed to develop without any public services). 

 

It is also imperative that work is commissioned with Network Rail for extra 

holding sidings for freight trains around Hallen/Chittening, and to the 

north of Bristol Parkway. 
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The signalling on the Henbury line also needs to be upgraded as part of 

the Thames Valley Signaling Centre when Bristol signal box is transferred 

to Didcot. 

 

We welcome the local electrification study of the Greater Bristol Metro 

and Filton Bank and the proposed new stations at Ashley Down and 

Horfield/Lockleaze, but this needs to be broadened to ensure that the 

study encompasses not only EMUs but tram-train operation for Henbury, 

the Severn Beach Line and Portishead once the 165 units are cascaded. 

 

For future transport strategy, extensions to Taunton, Frome, Westbury, 

Warminster, Swindon and Gloucester/Cheltenham should be put on the 

agenda. 

  

Within BaNES the emphasis needs to be on ramps and CCTV at 

Keynsham, a new station at Saltford, CCTV at Oldfield Park and new 

stations at Bathampton and Corsham with appropriate bus-rail 

interchanges and onward links (for instance from Keynsham to 

Whitchurch, South Bristol Hospital and the proposed Whitchurch Park-

and-Ride) 

 

The inclusion of stations at Charfield (for Wotton-under-Edge), 

Stonehouse Bristol Road (Bristol-Gloucester line) and Royal Wootten 

Bassett need to be built into neighbouring local authority and LEP 

economic plans. 

 

Intermodal interchanges need to be prioritised at Bristol Temple Meads, 

Bristol Parkway, Filton Abbey Wood, Lawrence Hill, Clifton Down, Weston-
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super-Mare, Yatton, Nailsea and Backwell, Bath Spa and Oldfield Park. In 

the case of Temple Meads, “Intermodal” should include ferry services as 

well as local and Metro buses. Any new ferry services at Bath or along 

the Bristol Channel should also be dovetailed into the MetroWest system. 
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